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Help kids find their voice







Sing Up announces a unique celebration of singing ‘Songlines – Singing Coast to Coast’
20th May – 4th July 2009

From 20th May – 4th July 2009, thousands of young people will sing in a series of events that stretch from the west to east coast of England. Songlines – Singing Coast to Coast is the first project of its kind in the UK and will see performances in towns from Barrow on the west coast, all the way across to Hartlepool on the east coast, with 17 stop-offs along the route in just over one month.
This musical journey is a large scale celebration of the singing achievements of Sing Up Cumbria – the national singing programme – which launched in Cumbria 18 months ago, benefitting over 6000 Cumbrian primary age children and Sing Up Dales, which launched in January 2008 and has since reached over 2500 pupils aged 5-15. Singing helps children to learn more effectively and improves confidence. Sing Up gives groups of young people from around the region the opportunity to sing together and with other choirs and music groups.  
The project draws on the traditional West-East migration line across the North of England and will celebrate the heritage of these towns, and the people that live there. Each performance will be centred around local Sing Up communities, but will also involve schools, community choirs, drumming groups, folk musicians and storytellers, who will discover, write and perform songs and stories that both represent and celebrate the place in which they live.

Central to the delivery of each performance are the 60 Young Vocal Leaders; secondary school students from each community who have chosen to promote singing and lead songs and games with primary age children. Each community along the Songlines journey has been asked to gather songs and stories that represent their community as it is now, or has been in the past, and that help define their collective identity. Over the course of nearly a month, the communities will perform these songs and stories in a series of performances – first in their own town, and then in the next town along the line. As well as leading singing, each performance will compose and add a verse to an epic ballad about the Songlines journey, which will grow as the route from coast to coast progresses, and performed at key points along the way. 
Songlines events in each town will herald the arrival of the Songlines ballad and the young vocal leaders. At the end of the project, all the communities will come together for one final, culminatory performance, in which the entire ballad will be performed for the first time. 

Once the performance aspect of the project is finished, the collected works will be archived and made available at a number of libraries and museums along the route, ensuring that they are accessible for years to come and form a valuable resource for future generations. We hope that the project will not only help communities find out more about their own musical heritage, but will also encourage them to look beyond their own area and learn more about neighbouring towns. 
Organisations involved include SoundWave, a not-for-profit music organisation based in Workington, and Changeling productions based in County Durham in the North East, in partnership with Extended Services and 45 schools across the county: Barrow-in-Furness Islands, Workington, Wigton, Penrith and Rural Penrith. Other Sing Up projects in Cartmel, Kendal, Kirkby Stephen and the Carlisle Cathedral Outreach programme are also involved bringing the total to 68 schools. 
	Date/Time
	Location
	Venue
	Title
	Description

	20/5/9

11am-2pm
	Grange Over Sands
	Kents Bank Station
	Singing the Sands
	An inspiring journey across the tidal sands for the Cartmel Sing Up Cluster songwriting project.

	8/6/9

2pm & 7pm


	Barrow-in-Furness
	Forum 28
	Songlines 
	Schools from The Islands Sing Up Community and Barrow-in-Furness perform together with the support of their Young Vocal Leaders.
 £1 adult donation, children FREE

	11/6/9

2pm
	Workington
	The Carnegie Theatre
	Workington Sings Part II - A YVL Adventure
	Young Vocal Leaders from Workington Vocal Force showcase their primary school singing clubs and share songs and games with the school community.

	13/6/9

10am, 11am, 12pm, 2pm, 3pm & 4pm 
	Wigton
	The Old Convent
	Legends of Wigton
	Songlines joins forces with StoryTree to recount stories in tellings and songs shared between generations in the Wigton Sing Up Community with the help of the Wigton Young Vocal Leaders.
FREE (booking recommended)

	10/7/9 
	Carlisle
	Carlisle Cathedral
	Youth Concert
	A showcase from Carlisle Cathedral's new Junior Outreach choir, a product of their Sing Up project.

	18/6/9

10am-2.30pm
	Penrith
	Leisure Centre
	Songlines 
	The Sing Up Communities of Penrith and Rural Penrith join together for a day of workshops, collective music-making and performance supported by four Young Vocal Leaders.

	21/6/9

1pm

 
	Keswick
	Theatre by the Lake
	SoundWave Festival of Voice
	This event is a key milestone on the Songlines journey - an inspiring concert featuring children and young people and a special performance from the pan-county Young Vocal Leader Ensemble. 

Special advance discount available. Tickets on the door £5/£3

	21/6/9

7.30


	Keswick
	Theatre by the Lake
	SoundWave Festival of Voice
	A celebration of Cumbria in song, from its Celtic origins, Scandinavian influences, romantic poets and heavy industry. Featuring leading 8-piece vocal ensemble HUMAN MUSIC, local choirs The Carnegie Singers and Sing Owt! and special guests Big Sky. Also featuring SoundWave musicians and a special appearance by The Musical Stones of Skiddaw (Keswick museum’s antique lithophone).  £10/£8

	23/6/9

2pm
	Kendal
	Brewery Arts Centre
	La’al Sing
	The Kendal Sing Up Singing Squad is a peer network group for teachers. Their schools will be coming together to sing a specially tailored pack of songs from the Sing Up Songbank and other sources.

	26/6/9 Afternoon
	Kirkby Stephen
	Kirkby Stephen Grammar School
	Songlines
	Three Young Vocal Leaders from Kirkby Stephen Grammar School Sing Up Cluster will be supporting an afternoon event with 300 children from the surrounding rural primaries of Orton, Tebay, Brough, Warcop, Ravenstonedale and Kirkby Stephen.

	26/6/9

7pm
	Stanhope
	The Dales Centre
	Songlines
	 The first of the County Durham events, this performance will bring children from schools across Weardale – including Wolsingham, Frosterley and Wearhead primary schools – together with local folk musicians to celebrate life in Weardale, sharing songs and stories about life in Weardale, past and present.
Admission: £3 adults, £1.50 concessions, available on the door

	27/6/9

1pm
	Barnard Castle
	The Bowes Museum
	Songlines
	 Featuring the Teesdale Sing Up choir and No Added Sugar, directed by Jane Ford, as well as members of the Castle Players and local musicians from across Teesdale, this lunchtime open air event in the beautiful grounds of the Bowes Museum will be a summery celebration of what it means to live in Teesdale. 


FREE

	28/6/9

3pm
	Bishop Auckland
	The Deer House
	Songlines
	Set in the grounds of the Bishop’s Palace, the Deer House is a wonderful setting for an afternoon of music from the Bishop Auckland Sing Up Choir, accompanied by local musicians. Bring a picnic!

FREE

	30/6/9

7pm
	Spennymoor
	The Settlement
	Songlines
	Featuring the newly-formed Spennymoor Sing Up choir in the newly-renovated surroundings of Spennymoor’s very own community theatre, this promises to be an exciting event. Admission: £3 adults, £1.50 concessions, available on the door

	1/7/9
	Gateshead
	The Sage Gateshead
	The BIG Sing
	The Cumbrian pan-county Young Vocal Leaders Ensemble open the Big Sing and lead audience participation in the Songlines Ballad 

	1/7/9

7pm
	Sedgefield
	Ceddesfeld Hall
	Songlines
	 Sedgefield Lyric Youth Choir team up with the Lyric Singers and Sedgefield’s very own ceilidh band for an evening’s entertainment at Ceddersfeld Hall. 

Admission: £3 adults, £1.50 concessions, available on the door

	3/7/9

7pm
	Easington
	Westlea Primary School, Seaham
	Songlines
	The district of Easington is fortunate to have a number of Sing Up projects on offer, and this evening’s entertainment will bring several of them together, with local primary choirs joined by Tariq Imam’s dramatic drumming group, Minor Rhythms. As the penultimate stop on the Songlines journey, it promises to bring the project to a rousing conclusion.

Admission: £3 adults, £1.50 concessions, available on the door

	5/7/9

1pm
	Hartlepool
	The Marina
	Songlines
	 The culmination of the Songlines journey, this spectacular final performance will bring together participants from across the entire coast-to-coast line and is your only chance to hear the Songlines Ballad in its entirety. Featuring the Middlesbrough Community Choir, local primary school singers and a host of performers from across the North of England, this will be a celebratory end to an ambitious and exciting project. We are proud to be teaming up with the Hartlepool Dockfest for this event.

FREE


*Tickets for all events will be available to purchase on the door. Ticket prices vary from place to place, so please contact the local area coordinator for further information.
-Ends-
For further information, please contact:

Sing Up

alice.johnstone@77pr.co.uk or lucy.varah@77pr.co.uk  on 0207 492 0977 www.singup.org
SoundWave

sarahw@soundwave.org.uk or Nicola@sound-wave.info on 01900 325007 www.soundwave.org.uk / www.sound-wave.info
Changeling Productions

www.changelingproductions.org.uk - Jo Buckley changelinguk@googlemail.com
Notes to Editors

Silver Arts Award 

19 of the Young Vocal Leaders will be completing their Silver Arts Award and they have worked together at two training residentials to compose a song which unites every community on the Songlines journey. Each verse tells the story of the towns the young people come from and the chorus provides the common link between all the locations. The song grows and a verse from each location is added. The Young Vocal Leaders travel with their verse to share the story of their town with the next venue on the Songline. 
Route

Although the main journey does not pass through Gateshead, the Young Vocal Leaders will be attending the Big Sing at The Sage Gateshead to teach the choirs part of the Songlines Ballad and spread news of Songlines to a wider audience.

About Sing Up

Sing Up is the National Singing Programme which aims to put singing at the heart of primary school-aged children’s lives in England. The programme includes an online resource and magazine to help primary school teachers and parents encourage children to sing every day. The initiative championed by the composer and broadcaster Howard Goodall who is the National Singing Ambassador, was the result of research carried out by the Music Manifesto.  It is supported by a £40m government investment over four years and the collaboration of a consortium led by national charity Youth Music with advertising agency Abbott Mead Vickers, music publishers Faber Music and The Sage Gateshead. The combined expertise of these four organisations are bringing the programme to life through a programme of workforce development for teachers, building an accessible singing resource and a public facing media campaign to highlight the role and contribution that singing can play in the school, the home and community.
About SoundWave 
SoundWave is a music organisation (not-for-profit company limited by guarantee) based in west Cumbria, with a mission of ‘transformation through music’, and committed to the long-term development of musical opportunities in Cumbria and beyond. SoundWave delivers an extensive programme across the county of Cumbria, including a Youth Music Action Zone (YMAZ) consisting of around 70 separate strands of participatory music workshop activity. SoundWave also runs participatory music workshops for adults, specialising in music technology, 3-dimensional music production and music from a diverse range of cultures, including west African percussion, gamelan, ‘fusion’ styles of music as well as rock / pop and more contemporary styles.

About Changeling Productions (Sing Up Dales)
Based in County Durham and Cumbria, Changeling Productions are Ali McCaw (designer/director/animator), Duncan Brown (musician/composer/musical director) and David Napthine (writer/actor/director). They are known for creating site-specific theatre (e.g. climbing walls, swimming pools, housing estates, rivers, palaces and cathedrals) that combine different art forms to create powerful stories. In January 2008 Changeling Productions, in partnership with Escomb Primary School, were asked by the government’s national singing programme, Sing Up, to create a singing community in South West Durham. As part of this programme, Changeling currently run both the Bishop Auckland and Teesdale Sing Up choirs for primary school children, three choirs for secondary school children in Tudhoe, Willington and Bishop Auckland, as well as projects in the Dene and Gaunless valleys and a new choir for primary school children in Spennymoor, which was started in January 2009.
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