


Music Year 4: Fossils

Introduction

Children use Karaoke software to listen to instruments and to explore orchestral arrangements. They focus on the xylophone, exploring how sounds are made. They go on to research the xylophone on the internet

What will the children learn?

· names of instruments

· to identify instruments in an orchestral arrangement

· how sounds are created on the xylophone

· how the xylophone may be used in descriptive music

What prior experience do the children need?

· Children should have listened to, and practised discriminating between, long and short sounds. 

.

Equipment

· Classroom instruments, including xylophone(s)

· Interactive whiteboard or projector and large screen

· Access to www.tuned-in.org
· Van Basco karaoke software (free download)

The Lesson 

· Have a xylophone, glockenspiel and xylophone along with a selection of beaters. Can children name the instruments? Which instruments make long sounds? Short sounds? 

· Find out about, and listen to xylophones at www.dsokids.com/2001/dso.asp?PageID=170
· Use Van Basco Karaoke to play the MIDI file of Saint Saens’ Fossils from www.tuned-in.org Carnival of Animals: Fossils

· Replay, this time opening the Output window (This identifies and displays instruments). After a short time, pause the music

· Demonstrate how to mute (turn off) an instrument by clicking on the red light next to its name.  

· Listen carefully to the sound of the xylophone by muting the other instruments

· Ask children to experiment with a selection of beaters on the classroom xylophone(s) to find the best match

· Explore the suggested Fossils activities from Tuned-in. 

Why are we using ICT?

ICT allows children to interact with different information sources and help with their understanding of musical processes
Differentiating the Activity

It may be helpful for some children if the replay speed of the Karaoke music file is slowed down  (use the tempo control)

References

QCA Schemes of Work ICT  

Unit 4E: Modelling effects on screen
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/it/?view=get
QCA Schemes of Work Music 

Unit 9: Animal Magic

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/music/?view=get
Where do we go next?

Children could use Van Basco Karaoke to explore MIDI files of instrumental arrangements in different musical genres 

Reflecting on their work

Children might go compare and explore ways in which xylophones and related instruments are used in a range of music from different music traditions e.g.  African balafon music, marimba music from Latin America, etc.  

Supporting Resources

www.tuned-in.org: KS2: Carnival of Animals

Dallas Symphony Orchestra: Xylophone

www.dsokids.com/2001/dso.asp?PageID=170
