


Music Year 6: Jabberwocky!

Introduction

Children extend their knowledge of sounds through using ICT to change speech, instrumental and found sounds. They go on to explore possibilities of playing instruments in unconventional ways. This activity helps to develop children’s listening, composition and performance skills 
What will the children learn?

Children develop skills in capturing and modifying sound using ICT. They learn to combine these expressively with sounds produced using voices and instruments

What prior experience do the children need?

Children should have used tape recorders (with counters) to record their compositions. It would be helpful to have explored ‘pre-set’ sounds on electronic keyboards and Children should have previously composed expressively using instruments and voices to compose their own soundscapes (e.g. The Sea, Autumn, etc)
Equipment

· A computer with soundcard 

· Tuned percussion instruments (with wooden bars – xylophones: with metal bars - glockenspiels, chime bars etc)

· A projector and screen or interactive whiteboard to demonstrate accessing and using features of Audacity or Windows Sound Recorder
· Speakers or headphones

· Microphone for computer

· A range of tuned percussion instruments and sound makers

The Lesson

· Practise singing the first part of ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’ to a vowel sound (‘oo’  ‘ee’ etc) Ask children to judge which works best

· Record using Audacity or Windows Sound recorder

· Replay to ensure that the recording is satisfactory

· Next, children take turns to pick out the tune on a glockenspiel, identifying the names of the notes as they go along. Build up the letter notation for the melody and write this on the whiteboard

C
C
G
G
A
A
G ___

F
F
E
E
D
D
C ___

· Can children play the melody in reverse, using the letter notation to assist them?  

· First, listen to the previous vocal recording of the tune. Next, select reverse from the effects menu and replay. Children compare the two versions. Did they remember that each phrase of the reversed melody should begin on a long note?

· Next, play the melody on chime bars or glockenspiels (metal bars) – this time the right way round. Record

· Select reverse from the effects menu and replay. What do children notice about the beginning and ending of each note? Can they describe the sound in words/imitate it vocally/draw it?

· Next, explore changing the speed and adding echo. Again, children should describe what happens to the sounds in different ways

· Re-introduce Lewis Carroll’s looking-glass world through the Tuned-in Jabberwocky pages. Invite children to consider what instruments might be played in the mirror world. 

· As a class, or in groups, children experiment recording and altering the sounds of other instruments (e.g. Can they identify, record and alter the sounds of the following instruments? Oriug: Murd: Labmyc)

Why are we using ICT?

ICT is useful because it allows children to capture, recall, change and combine sounds

Where do we go next?

· Children should go on to explore playing instruments in unconventional ways

· This lesson leads to the composition of a soundscape reflecting the topsy-turvy world of Jabberwocky. 

· Children could go on to research birdsong and whale song using the internet. They could listen to Reveil d’Oiseaux by Messiaen and create their own ‘Dawn chorus’ music using classroom instruments and processed sound

· See Becta ICT advice for Teachers: Backwards and Forwards based on the Jabberwocky! Tuned-in unit: http://www.ictadvice.org.uk/index.php?section=tl&catcode=as_cu_pr_sub_10&rid=4882
Differentiating the activity

See www.tuned-in.org Jabberwocky! Teacher notes pdf

Reflecting on their work

· Children should consider how their skills in recording and altering could be adapted to different contexts. Could everyday sounds be modified to accompany a science fiction radio story? They could explore the pioneering work of the BBC radiophonic workshop

Supporting Resources

www.tuned-in.org: KS2: Jabberwocky

http://.audacity.soundforge.net
http://www.a1freesoundeffects.com/.
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