Introduction et Marche Royale du Lion

Getting Ready

· Think about jobs involved in preparing for a carnival: e.g.   

1. cutting out, stapling and sewing costumes 
2. practising dance steps 
3. practising music 
4. hammering, drilling and sawing to build floats chopping, grating and cooking food
· Working in groups, each group could select and interpret one job using instruments and voices. 

· Imagine people are going to see the carnival preparations.  As they approach each group, the players perform their music. The players should begin quietly and get louder as the visitors get nearer. As they move away the music gets quieter again. 
On Safari
· Listen to the audio extract from the ‘Introduction et Marche Royal du Lion’   Carnival des animaux/Introduction et Marche Royale (1/2) 

· Do children think the music is peaceful and calm or edgy and tense? Does the music stay the same, or does it change?

· Can children identify the instruments (pianos) playing the  ‘tremelo’ (trembling) sound, and say how this is played *

· Find out more about lions. A good starting point is Meet the Animals/Lion

· Imagine the music accompanying a wildlife documentary about lions stalking and hunting their prey.  Ask children to storyboard this.

· Using their storyboards, can children compose their own lion music?  Music should build up tension to the point where the lion springs! 

* Watch the pianists play tremelando in the DVD performance of the Introduction and March. Paul Turner demonstrates a xylophone tremelo (or ‘roll’) Carnival instruments:  Xylophone and glockenspiel (3/4). Children could incorporate these effects in their Lion music

Fanfare

Fanfare comes from a French word meaning to blow trumpets. Although Fanfares were first composed to announce the entrance of Kings and Queens, they are widely used to introduce films and radio programmes, and as a call to attention for a range of occasions.  

Carnival des animaux/Introduction et Marche Royale (1/2) 

· Listen to the fanfare in the Carnival of the Animals. It signals time for the King of Beasts to lead off the carnival procession 

· Ask children to suggest events inviting fanfares (opening of the Olympic games, the World Cup, coronations of Kings and Queens)

· Tell the children that fanfarren is a Spanish word meaning ‘to show off’.  Their fanfares should therefore be

1. Impressive

2. Attention grabbing

3. Easily heard

4. Brief but effective

· Reinforce this by listening to other fanfares. Some possibilities are listed below

· Invite groups to identify a special occasion and compose their own fanfares

Extension activity (links with science) 

· Early fanfares were played on long trumpets without valves called posthorns. These produced a limited range of notes called natural harmonics. Children learning brass instruments could demonstrate their instruments and explain the function of the valves

· Children could compose their own fanfares using whirly tubes. 

Further listening 

Most Children will be familiar with the 20th Century Fox fanfare by Alfred Newman
Olympic fanfare by John Williams

Aaron Copeland’s Fanfare for the Common Man
Weblink

Classics for Kids: Fanfare http://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/showplayer_frame.asp?ID=070205
