Introducing Woodwind 

Carnival instruments: 

Flute and Piccolo (1/3) (2/3) (3/3)

Clarinet  (1/2) (2/2)

Objectives

Children should learn:

· that sounds can be made by air vibrating 

· to suggest how to alter the pitch of a sound made by air vibrating and to test the prediction 

· to listen carefully to sounds made, to record results in a suitable table and decide whether these support the prediction made 

· to describe how the pitch of notes on a recorder (or other wind instrument) can be altered by changing the length of air column vibrating

Activity

Children could make sounds by blowing across the tops of bottles. Can they identify what is vibrating to create the sound?

Can children suggest a way to alter the pitch? (eg adding/pouring out water, to create higher and lower sounds). They should test their predictions, and record their observations Discuss whether the results supported the prediction. 

Watch and discuss Sarah’s demonstration of the flute Carnival instruments: 

Flute and Piccolo (1/3) (2/3) (3/3)

Extension activities 

Tune milk bottles to the notes of a pentatonic scale (notes CDEGA, FGACD or GABDE). Gradually add/remove water until the pitch is accurate. Practise blowing to produce clear notes. 

Cut pieces of plastic pipe to different lengths. Ensure the edges are sanded smooth. Practise blowing across the top of the pipe to produce a note. Pupils should observe that different lengths of pipe produce higher or lower pitched notes (providing the diameter of tubing is the same).

