Curriculum Area: Geography  


                        Link to CD Rom / video: Meet the animals / Spaces & Places
Introduction / Background: a 6 week unit of work in which children investigate where the animals in ‘Carnival of the Animals’ can be found in the wild; find out about different environments and consider how those environments can be managed sustainably. The unit has a strong emphasis on speaking and listening and encourages some thought-provoking discussion. 

Cross-Curricular links: This unit of work links with Science Unit 4b (Habitats), links can also be made to ICT work on databases. There are many opportunities for embedding ICT into this unit.

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
(linked to NC PoS)

Children should learn . . 
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
Children will be able to. . .
	KEY VOCAB
	POINTS TO NOTE / RESOURCES / WEBLINKS

	2c to use atlases and globes, and maps and plans at a range of scales;
2d to use secondary sources of information, including aerial photographs [for example, stories, information texts, the internet, satellite images, photographs, videos] 

	Key Questions: Have you ever seen any of these animals? Where? Where can the animals from Saint-Saens’ ‘Carnival of the animals’  be found in the wild? 
Ask children to list the animals represented in ‘Carnival of the Animals’

Begin with what children know / think already, stick pictures of animals onto world map - where do we think they come from? 
Set the challenge – to create a documentary style programme about the animals from ‘Carnival of the Animals’ and the environments in which they live.  In pairs / small groups, children identify an animal that they would like to find out about – their documentary is going to form part of a whole class film. Discuss the sorts of things they might want to add to their fact file – to be developed over the next few weeks.
 Watch ‘spaces and places’ clips from south lakes animal park on CD to analyse what is said, information given, techniques etc. 
Children begin researching where their chosen animals can be found in the wild.
	Use world map to speculate where certain animals come from; 
locate countries and continents on a world map;

use the internet to research for specific information
	wild

captivity

country

continent

documentary
	World map can be   returned to at the end of
 the unit to assess what children have learned.

Documentary film can be made using digi-blues,
 digital cameras, movie-maker depending on software and resources available. This could be replaced by interactive powerpoint slides, photostory, fact-files etc.
Resources: Carnival of the Animals CD Rom, large world map, pictures of animals from Carnival of the Animals.

Cross-curricular link to Literacy – Non-chronological report writing

http://www.wildanimalsonline.com/
http://www.kidsgowild.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/reallywild/
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.wildanimalpark.co.uk/
http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html
http://www.thewildones.org/animal.html


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

(linked to NC PoS) Children should learn . .
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
Children will be able to. . .
	KEY VOCAB
	POINTS TO NOTE / RESOURCES

	3a to identify and describe what places are like [for example, in terms of weather, jobs] 
3b the location of places and environments they study and other significant places and environments [for example,  places and environments in the news] 
3c to describe where places are [for example, in which region/country the places are, whether they are near rivers or hills, what the nearest towns or cities are]
2a to use appropriate geographical vocabulary [for example, temperature, transport, industry] 

	Key Questions: What is the natural environment for these animals? Why do they live there?

What is it like there and how is it different from here? 
Begin with what is familiar to the children – this could be in the form of a concept map of our basic needs: where do we live? what do we live in? who with? What do we eat? What do we do? Do we do different things at different times of the year? Guided concept mapping to establish basic needs (shelter, food, social group, hierarchy, seasonal habits, habitat, climate, anomalies).

Independently, children continue internet research to develop their own concept map for their chosen animals. 
Feedback to class on findings so far, further discussion about details needed for documentary: e.g. climate, physical features of the landscape, vegetation, ground cover etc. what food does this provide for the animals; what is the weather like there? 


	Children identify their own basic needs and recognise the similarities between their own, and those of animals in the wild;

Children produce a concept map of basic needs for their chosen animal.
	environment

hierarchy

shelter

physical features


	‘To Connect’ software could be used for concept mapping

Cross-curricular link to ICT - databases unit



	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

(linked to NC PoS) Children should learn . . 
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
Children will be able to. . .
	KEY VOCAB
	POINTS TO NOTE / RESOURCES

	4a recognise some physical and human processes [for example, river erosion, a factory closure]and explain how these can cause changes in places and environments. 


	Key Questions: Are any of these animals endangered? Why? 
Begin by showing the children a range of pictures of ‘luxury’ or precious items. E.g. tortoiseshell boxes, fur coats, ivory objects. Discuss the value of such items (to whom?).

Use the discussion to lead into the issue of endangered species. What does this mean? How can it happen / what leads to this?
Over hunting, population growth etc.

Children continue with their independent research for their documentary.
	Discuss how some animals are hunted and killed for their skin etc. and begin to consider the ethics of this.
	endangered

species

population
	The initial discussion could be set up as a debate – one side is about to inherit all of these precious items, the other side wants to protect the animals that are being killed for these goods.
http://www.totallywild.net/index.php


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

(linked to NC PoS) Children should learn . . 
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
Children will be able to. . .
	KEY VOCAB
	POINTS TO NOTE / RESOURCES

	5a recognise how people can improve the environment, or damage it, and how decisions about places and environments affect the future quality of people's lives 
5b recognise how and why people may seek to manage environments sustainably, and to identify opportunities for their own involvement 

	Key Questions:   Do people live in these environments? What do they do? What is the main economy? 
Begin by considering what jobs people in our locality do and why.

 Use pictures e.g. from travel brochures etc. to stimulate discussion - what do many of the people living in these areas do? Is this linked to the tourism industry? Look at pictures of activities and facilities provided– which jobs need to be done to provide these facilities / activities? Encourage children to consider things like: facilities, buildings, staffing, supplies, how do they get there? 
Continue to research for documentary, begin to outline what their documentary clip will say and how it will be presented.
	Consider that local economies are influenced by geographical features;

employment opportunities differ depending on environments.
	economy

tourism

employment


	Resources: a selection of travel brochures, showing a range of ‘safari’ type holidays and activities
http://www.australiazoo.com.au/our-animals/animal-diaries/
Depending on the age of the children, the discussion could be extended to consider issues such as: wages of people in those jobs; standards of living for staff / tourists.
Look at ‘Spaces and places’ again on the CD Rom to identify techniques for their documentaries.



	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

(linked to NC PoS) Children should learn . .
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
Children will be able to. . .
	KEY VOCAB
	POINTS TO NOTE / RESOURCES

	6e an environmental issue, caused by change in an environment [for example, increasing traffic congestion, hedgerow loss, drought], and attempts to manage the environment sustainably
	Key Questions: How is the environment managed? How can the environment be managed sustainably? 
Use key sentences from the article to make statement cards for the pupils. These can be arranged into sustainable or unsustainable practices. Ask the pupils to fill in statements on blank cards. These can then be ranked or arranged in a diamond shape according to their impact on an area. 

Use the website links to add to own research and documentary on the importance of ecotourism. 

Draw a mind map to show the attractions, benefits and costs to the area. How could the costs be limited? 

	
	responsible tourism

sustainability


	How this section is approached is dependent on the age of the children. 

Alternatively, children could be presented with a scenario for discussion e.g. a potential request for property development (a hotel, golf course) in the animal’s natural environment. 

Resources:

Ideas in this section are taken form the QCA ‘Innovating with Geography’ website, which can be accessed at: http://www.qca.org.uk/geography/innovating/geography_matters/new_developments/ecotourism.htm
You will need to download a copy of the PDF from the above website on ‘Responsible ecotourism in South Africa’
Other weblinks: 

http://www.kznwildlife.com/site
http://www.unwto.org/index.php
http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/
Children will need time to create, edit and self/peer assess their documentaries (or presentations, fact-files) before presenting to the class. The individual clips can then be made into an entire documentary, book, presentation etc.


